
NEWSLETTER

KEY DATES
Monday, 30 January

Students return

Dedication Assembly 8.50am

Parent Morning Tea &  
Information Session – iPad 
programme Yr7/8, SEQTA Engage 
9.30am – 11am

Friday, 17 February

Year 3-12 Swimming Carnival, 
Albion Park Pool

Thursday, 9 March

Association Meeting, Calderwood 

Thursday, 16 March

Year 7 Immunisation clinic

Friday, 7 April

Last day of Term 1

Advanced notice

Year 5/6 over night Canberra 
excursion

Please visit our website for all of 
our calendar dates and many more 
important pieces of key information.

Please also check our Parents & 
Friends Facebook Page.

WELCOME BACK 5-8  
FROM MR MAINA 
When we commence a new school year, have you ever pondered, ‘What 
year at school is the most important?’ Most people would argue that 
every year is important, and in fact, they would be correct. But, the 
fact is that each year and every grade is different and helps move 
students forward toward spiritual, intellectual and social maturity. 
The years from 5-8 are the stage in a student’s time at school which 
link the Prep-4 years of Foundations and Growth, where students 
begin the journey of their education, and the final years of Years 9-12 
Specialisation and Launching. Years 5-8 is a time where students 
complete school-based learning and move into Tertiary learning. It is 
the middle stage in a long journey.

Sometimes, Years 5-8 is the stage where learners struggle. The 
enthusiasm of the early years has worn off, and the completion phase 
of senior secondary seems too distant to provide an incentive. The 
5-8 Leaning community at Calderwood Christian School is uniquely 
placed to help students push on in their learning, to cement their 
academic skills and gifts with a view to the long-term. Students that 
are engaged in their school, enjoying the rich variety of tasks that are 
a regular part of daily class life, stand a real chance of excelling in the 
future.

We warmly welcome back our 5-8 community. As we return for the 
start of the 2017 school year, there are some important innovations 
taking place. Changes that will provide a fantastic incentive for 
students to engage wholeheartedly with all that is happening in their 
classrooms.

As the school year begins, staff will be looking to build a 
comprehensive picture of every student.  This will allow us to 
communicate with parents as early as possible any areas of concern 
so that we can assist every student in their schooling. We want to build 
a strong base of communication with our 5-8 families so that learning 
is maximised.

During the past two years, under the leadership of Dr. Kate Bertram, 
we have introduced new and innovative learning practices which seek 
to challenge students and families to engage with Christ-centered 
learning spiritually and academically.

We look forward to the new 2017 learning year as you join us here at 
Calderwood Christian School.

Mr Maina

Years 5-8 Coordinator

PRAYER AND PRAISE POINTS 
• Pray for all students and their families as they begin the new year.

• Pray for new students in our 5–8 Learning community as they begin 
to use the new 10 day timetable.

• Pray that all students in 5–8 will be inspired by our new 5-8 Project 
Based Learning and STEM initiatives.

• Give thanks for the break as we return refreshed for 2017.
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Mission: In Christ’s service, to 
partner with parents in providing a 
quality Christian education founded 
on the Word of God.

ILLAWARRA 
CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION

http://www.ics.nsw.edu.au/tongarra/home
http://www.facebook.com/tongarracampuscommittee
http://www.facebook.com/tongarracampuscommittee
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WHERE ARE YOU LOCATED?

Years 5-8 can be found in D and G 
blocks.

THINGS TO LOOK FORWARD 
TO IN 2017:

• STEM learning commencing 
across Year 7/8

• Project based learning starting in 
Years 7/8

• Introduction to Project-based 
learning in Years 5/6

• Year 5-8 Presentation evenings 
designed to showcase student 
learning for parents

• A Mission focus among Years 5-8 
building awareness for later years

• ‘Empowering Girls/Empowering 
Boys’ – visiting speakers and 
presentations that will inspire 
students to take ownership of 
their learning

• Cross-grade Devotions – 
challenge and stretch students’ 
spiritual life

• Stage 4 Camp (Year 7/8)

• JOFFA - entertaining and 
empowering cartooning for Years 
5-8

• Stage 3-4 Pi Day (Mathematics)

• Stage 3 (5/6) - overnight excursion 
to Canberra

YEAR 7/8 IPAD PROGRAMME 
INFORMATION SESSION
Following the Dedication Assembly, 
parents of Year 7/8 students are 
advised to attend the Information 
Session (9.30 am-11 am) which will 
cover this programme.  

IPAD SKILLS SESSIONS 2017
Throughout the year, Secondary 
staff will be working with students 
in Years 7/8 to help build their iPad 
skills so that they will gain maximum 
value from their devices. For Years 
5/6 we will also begin this process 
but at a modified level. Technology 
is the way of the future and we owe 
it to our students to prepare them 
as fully as possible.

MUSIC 5-8

All students in Years 5-8 will 
continue their music course of 
study with Mrs Deans this year. 

YEAR 6 PADDOCK TO PLATE

Mr Walker will continue to teach 
Paddock to Plate to Year 6 students 
again this year, an area of learning 
that was very much a favourite. 
Look to get ‘thinking’ and ‘dusty and 
dirty’ as you engage in an unusual 
learning option that had Year 6 
excited in 2016.

SPANISH LANGUAGE 
TEACHING

This year we will see a change in 
our delivery of LOTE (Languages 
other than English) program with 
a changeover to Spanish for Years 
5-7. Mrs Sarah Rodwell will be 
teaching this part of the curriculum. 
Mrs Rodwell spent her childhood 
in Spain where her parents were 
missionaries.

MATHEMATICS

Students in Year 7 will be provided 
with a calculator App on their iPad.  
However, if your child would prefer 
to use a calculator at home, we 
recommend you buy the following -  
CASIO fx 82AU Plus II  
and encourage students to have the 
following items: 
1 X ruler 
pencil  
pens  
erasers  
1 X geometry set.

ART 

Come prepared with the following 
equipment:

pencil case

1 x blue or black pen

1 x 4B drawing pencil

1 x glue stick

1 x ruler (half size is ok)

1 x small pair of scissors

1 x highlighter

colouring pencils (optional)

QUESTIONS FOR STAFF

Staff are keen to get to know 
parents as the year begins.  Please 
feel free to contact staff if you 
have any questions by one of 
the following ways: diary, via the 
campus office 4230 3700 or email: 
admin@calderwoodcs.nsw.edu.au

NAME CHANGE

As the year progresses, we will 
keep you informed of the various 
changes taking place.  Please visit 
our new-look website for Illawarra 
Christian Education and click on the 
CCS tab for information relating to 
Calderwood. 
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